Spacing Guidelines for Reinforcing
Steel Bars

Use the table in Figure 1 for preferred minimum spacing of reinforcing bars, including
spacing of bundled bars with various configurations. Note that the vertical configuration
of bundled bars allows for reduced spacing, which may prove useful to reduce
congestion in bridge bent caps with bundled bars to reduce congestion.
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Minimum Clearance and Spacing

Spacing

Listed below are preferred minimum spacings. These should be maintained when practicable, but in
no case should the minimum spacing be less than as specified in Bridge Design Specificarions.
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Bar Size Restrictions

Mumber 14 and number 18 bars which would require splicing should be specified only when it is
impractical 1o use smaller bars.

Figure 1. Excerpt from Section 13 — Reinforcement, of Caltrans Bridge Design Details, November
1992 (no longer published)
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