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Dear Transportation Partners:

The purpose of this letter is to provide information on the implementation of the
latest earmark repurposing by the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans). The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued guidance on the
implementation of earmark repurposing provisions contained in the Department
of Transportation Appropriations Act 2021, along with a list of earmark projects
that are potentially eligible for the repurposing effort. This earmark repurposing
provides us an opportunity to use unspent federal earmark funds on other
transportation projects, including existing projects with funding shortfalls.

Earmark Proiects Eligible for Repurposing:
To be eligible for repurposing, an earmark must have been designated on or
before September 30, 2009, and must be either:

e Less than 10 percent of earmark funds obligated, or

e Final vouchered and closed if more than 10 percent of earmark funds are

obligated.

Earmark Funding Potentially Available for Repurposing:
Caltrans provided lists of earmark funds, with available obligation authority, that
are eligible for repurposing on the website listed below. These lists include:

e $14.5 million in earmarks with less than 10 percent obligated,

e $11.2millionin earmarks with more than 10 percent obligated,

e $8.5 million in unallocated earmarks with less than 10 percent obligated,
and

e $350,000 in unallocated earmarks with more than 10 percent obligated.
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Important Deadlines:

Deadline for repurposing: All of California's repurposing requests are due from
the FHWA California Division Office to the FHWA Office of the Chief Financial
officer by September 11, 2021. To meet this deadline and allow Calfrans
Headquarters and Districts time to process the requests, the deadline for local /
regional agencies to submit requests to their Caltrans District Local Assistance
Engineer is August 14, 2021.

Deadline for obligation of repurposed funds: Once earmark funds are
repurposed, they are available for obligation until September of 2024.

Eligible use of Repurposed Funds:
To be eligible to use the repurposed earmark funds, a project will need to:
e Be eligible for the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program, and

e Be within 25 miles of the original earmark.

Caltrans continues to provide updated earmark lists, additional information and
links, and instructions on the newly added "2021 Earmark Repurposing" webpage
found at this address:
hitps://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-
programs/earmark-repurposing

Caltrans will coordinate with our local and regional partners, through the
Earmark Repurposing webpage, to identify which earmarks will be repurposed
and which projects will receive these funds.

Sincerely,

<

DEE LAM, Acting Chief
Division of Local Assistance
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