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Introduction 
 
This Damage Survey Summary Report (DSSR) has been prepared for submission to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in response to a statewide multiple earthquakes 
and aftershocks event impacting De Norte, Humboldt, and Mendocino Counties, which 
first began on December 5, 2024.  According to FHWA’s Emergency Relief Manual (May 
2013), the purpose of this DSSR is to “summarize the damage assessment and provide 
information and documentation for the FHWA Division Administrator to make a finding 
that a natural disaster or catastrophic failure has occurred within the intent of 23 U.S.C. 
125.”  The DSSR also “provides the Division Administrator with a basis to make a finding 
that the disaster is eligible for funding under the FHWA ER program.” 
 
 
Damage Description 
 
Beginning on December 5, 2024, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake occurred off the Northern 
California coastline near Humboldt County, impacting local and tribal communities. 
Multiple earthquake aftershocks continue to impact the region. The earthquake resulted in 
strong motion shaking that damaged roads, bridges, and buildings, including schools. It 
also resulted in widespread evacuation orders and caused widespread power outages. 
 
On December 5, 2024, Governor Gavin Newsom issued a Proclamation of a State of 
Emergency for the Route Fire. A copy of the Governor’s State of Emergency Proclamation 
is included in this Damage Survey Summary Report.  
 
A Damage Assessment Form time extension will be requested for this Earthquake, as the 
DAF due date for this disaster would be March 31, 2025. 
 
Damage Estimate 
 
To date, the preliminary estimated cost to repair or reconstruct the damage to federal-aid 
highways in accordance with the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 125 is $10.00 million for State 
facilities, and no Local damages have been reported at this time.  
 
In accordance with 23 CFR 668.105(j), the minimum $700,000 threshold for event 
eligibility will be applied to the earthquake event identified under this Disaster.  
 
Additional earthquake damages are expected to supplement this initial ER Application 
Letter requesting eligibility for ER funding through the DAF approval process. As state 
and local agencies assess damages, additional counties may need to be added to this 
Disaster via Supplemental ER Applications. Additional earthquakes associated with this 
disaster event will be submitted under separate cover through a Supplemental ER 
Application Letter to determine eligibility for ER funding, if required. 

 
Additional Information 
 
The following attached information describes the statewide earthquake damage in 
additional detail: 
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• Governor’s Proclamation (Earthquake executed December 5, 2024) 
• State and Local damage estimates (to date) 
• Sampling of news articles 
• Pictures of reported damage  
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State Damage Estimate CA25-1:  
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Northern California Coast gets hit with 7.0 earthquake, 

experts explain causes 
by RUDY AGUADO 

Thu, December 5th 2024  

 
 

EUREKA, Calif. — The major earthquake that was measured on 
Thursday morning off the coast of Cape Mendocino was initially 
reported as a magnitude 6.0, then revised upward. 
As of now, no significant damage or injuries have been reported in 
Humboldt County, unlike the December 2022 earthquake. 
A tsunami warning was briefly issued by the National Weather 
Service in Eureka but that was cancelled shortly thereafter. 
"The reason for the magnitude jumps around is because we do not 
have seismic instruments offshore on the sea floor bottom, and as a 
result, it is a little trickier to get a good location of earthquakes that 
are offshore," said Cal Poly Humboldt Geology Professor Emeritus, 
Lori Dengler, who said that determining the exact magnitude can 
sometimes be tricky. 
Experts say the earthquake although large, produced less severe 
shaking on land due to its offshore location. 
 
 

https://krcrtv.com/north-coast-news/eureka-local-news/6-magnitude-earthquake-strikes-near-scotia-breaking-news-9-kilometers-deep-thursday-usgs-united-states-geological-survey
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7.0 earthquake aftermath: Aftershocks, cleanup, tsunami alert 

system; Several earthquakes were reported across Northern 
California  

By Kristofer Noceda • Published December 5, 2024 
 
Several earthquakes struck Northern California Thursday, including 
a magnitude-7.0 offshore in the Pacific Ocean at 10:44 a.m. PT that 
triggered a tsunami warning along coastal areas from Santa Cruz 
into Oregon. The tsunami warning was canceled just before noon 
PT. 

 
At least two other earthquakes were initially reported around the 
same time: 
A preliminary 6.0 magnitude earthquake was reported in Humboldt 
County, which was later downgraded to a 4.7 magnitude temblor 
A preliminary 5.8 magnitude earthquake was reported in Cobb in 
Lake County, but has since been downgraded to a 4.1 magnitude 
quake. 
Earthquake struck near Mendocino Triple Junction: The 7.0 
magnitude earthquake struck off the California coast near the 
Mendocino Triple Junction, which is considered the "most 
seismically active part of California." 
 

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/author/kristofer-noceda-4/
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us7000nwbj/executive
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/nc75095671/executive
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California Tsunami Warning Triggered by Quake Was No 
False Alarm, Officials Say 
Jared ServantezKatie DeBenedetti, Dec 5 
 
A widespread tsunami warning that was triggered by a magnitude 
7.0 earthquake Thursday morning set off an hour of scrambled 
evacuation efforts across coastal Northern California before it was 
canceled. 

 
 

Shaking from the large quake, which struck at 10:44 a.m. off the 
coast of Humboldt County, was felt across Northern California and 
the Bay Area, and it prompted early warning alerts on cellphones. 
It was followed by at least two dozen smaller aftershocks in the 
area, according to the U.S. Geological Survey. 
 
By 11:55 a.m., the National Tsunami Warning Center called off 
the warning, which had covered the Bay Area and other coastal 
areas stretching from Santa Cruz County to Oregon. 
 
BART halted service in the Transbay Tube for about 45 minutes, 
and even Salesforce Tower and other downtown San Francisco 
buildings were in the process of being cleared out, a representative 
for Pier 39 said before the tsunami warning was canceled. 
 

https://www.kqed.org/author/jservantez
https://www.kqed.org/author/kdebenedetti
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/?currentFeatureId=nc75095671&extent=35.78217,-127.19971&extent=42.87596,-110.70923
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5-MON-1 – Burn scar on steep, unvegetated slopes 
 
 

5-MON-1 – Fire damaged culvert and down drain  
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