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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Overview

Caltrans District 5 contains five counties located in central coast California: Santa
Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties. There is no detection
in San Benito County currently. All of the counties are in an urban setting within the cities limit
and rural outside city limit. Santa Cruz and Monterey are the top two most congested counties in

the 3rd quarter.

The Mobility Performance quarterly analysis compares information with over a year ago

and over last quarter in the following performance measures:

o Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT))
o Vehicle Hours of Delay (VHD), Bottleneck Locations
o Lost Lane Miles (equivalent lost productivity)

o Detector Health

This information is based on data collected every day ofthe quarter, twenty-four hours a
day, by automated vehicle detector stations deployed on urban-area freeways where congestion
is regularly experienced. The MPR presents congestion information at two speed thresholds:
delay from vehicles traveling below 35 miles per hour (mph), and delay from vehicles traveling
below 60 mph. The delay at the 35 mph threshold represents severe congestion while delay at
60 mph represents all congestion, both light and heavy. These thresholds are set by Caltrans and

are based upon engineering experience and District input.
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queue extends 5 miles or longer. Any combination of the HOV, Managed Lane, TSM/ITS could
all be possible congestion relief solutions to the recurring congestion in this corridor.

In San Luis Obispo County, US 101 southbound in the Pismo Beach is experiencing a recurring
congestion daily in the p.m. peak period for about 45-60 minutes. The queue length is
approximately in the 2 to 2.5 miles long. During the shoulder hours, the freeway operates at free
flow speed. SLOCOG has identified this segment of the freeway as the most congested segment
in the county and has initiated the PA&ED phase of a Part Time Managed Shoulder Lane in the
median with ITS elements during the peak period in the southbound direction. By utilizing a part
shoulder lane, it is anticipated that it will help relief the congestion during the p.m. peak period.
Potentially, the northbound direction could also reap the same benefit if the same strategy is
applied but no plan is currently on the books for the northbound direction.

All the above projects or potential projects are excellent congestion relief investment in the
above District 5 Counties using the SB 1 funds.



Quarterly Mobility Statistics
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